
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1685 March 13, 2018 
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action; 
that no further motions be in order; 
and that any statements relating to 
the nomination be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Kaplan nomina-
tion? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session for a period of 
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
statement be printed in the RECORD on 
behalf of AASA; the School Super-
intendents Association; Afterschool Al-
liance; Alliance for Excellent Edu-
cation; American Association of School 
Librarians; American Association of 
School Libraries; American Federation 
of Teachers; American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations; American Library Associa-
tion; American School Counselor Asso-
ciation; Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion; Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State; Association of 
Educational Service Agencies; Associa-
tion of Latino Administrators and Su-
perintendents; Association of School 
Business Officials International, ASBO; 
Center for American Progress; Clear-
inghouse on Women’s Issues; Council 
for Exceptional Children; Council of 
Administrators of Special Education; 
CUE; EDGE; Education Networks of 
America; Every Child Matters; GLSEN; 
Higher Education Consortium for Spe-
cial Education; Learning Disabilities 
Association of America; Learning For-
ward; MENTOR: The National Men-
toring Partnership; National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals; 
National Association for Bilingual 
Education; National Association of 
Black School Educators; National As-
sociation of Elementary School Prin-
cipals; National Association of School 
Psychologists; National Association of 
State Directors of Special Education; 
National Black Justice Coalition; Na-
tional Center for Learning Disabilities; 
National Council of Jewish Women; Na-
tional Council of Teachers of English; 
National Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics; National Education Associa-
tion Retirees Organization, NEARO; 
National Education Association; Na-
tional PTA; National Rural Education 

Advocacy Consortium; National Rural 
Education Association; National 
School Boards Association; National 
School Public Relations Association; 
National Science Teachers Association; 
Network for Public Education; New 
Teacher Center; People for the Amer-
ican Way; Project Tomorrow; School 
Social Work Association of America; 
Stop Sexual Assault in Schools; Teach-
er Education Division of the Council 
for Exceptional Children; and Univer-
sity Council for Educational Adminis-
tration. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

We issue this joint statement in support of 
public education and our continued commit-
ment to the highest quality public education 
for all students in honor of the students, 
teachers, and communities who work to-
gether to support our public schools during 
Public Schools Week. 

Public education is the foundation of our 
21st Century democracy. Our public schools 
are where our students come to be educated 
in the fullest sense of the word as citizens of 
this great country. We strive every day to 
make every public school a place where we 
prepare the nation’s young people to con-
tribute to our society, economy and citi-
zenry. 

Ninety percent of American children at-
tend public schools. We must call on local, 
state, and federal lawmakers to prioritize 
support for strengthening our nation’s public 
schools and empower local education leaders 
to implement, manage and lead school dis-
tricts in partnership with educators, parents, 
and other local education stakeholders and 
learning communities. This support would 
also provide for such necessities as coun-
seling, extra/co-curricular activities, and 
mental health supports that are critical to 
help students engage in learning. 

We must support and value inclusive and 
safe high-quality public schools where chil-
dren learn to think critically, problem solve 
and build relationships. We must support an 
environment where all students can succeed 
beginning in the earliest years, regardless of 
their zip code, the color of their skin, native 
language, disability, gender/gender identity, 
immigration status, religion, or social stand-
ing. 

As advocates for public education, we be-
lieve we must promote advancing equity and 
excellence in public education, and imple-
menting continuous improvement and evi-
dence-based practices. Every child has the 
right to an education that helps them reach 
their full potential and to attend schools 
that offer a high quality educational experi-
ence. 

We support stable, equitable, predictable 
and adequate funding for great public 
schools for every student in America so that 
students have inviting classrooms and school 
libraries with up-to-date resources as well as 
well-prepared and supported educators. 
These educators include teachers, para-
professionals and principals who provide a 
well-rounded and complete curriculum and 
create joy in learning. Our school buildings 
should have class sizes small enough to allow 
one-on-one attention and have access to sup-
port services such as health care, nutrition, 
and after-school programs for students who 
need them. 

We believe that public tax dollars should 
only support public schools that are publicly 
governed and accountable to parents, edu-
cators and communities. In no way should 
local, state or federal funding be taken away 

from public schools and given to private 
schools that are unaccountable to the public. 

We reiterate our love for public education 
and pride in our public schools. We will con-
tinue to promote the promise and purpose of 
public education, to elevate the great things 
happening every day in our public schools, 
and to engage communities about strategies 
that help students succeed. We affirm our 
commitment to fight for resources and sup-
ports for public schools, and will be steadfast 
in our efforts to protect students and their 
families, public schools, and our commu-
nities from any policies that would under-
mine these values. 

f 

PLACEMENT OF STATUE OF MARY 
MCLEOD BETHUNE IN NATIONAL 
STATUARY HALL 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, Florida 
recently approved the placement of a 
statue of a truly inspirational woman, 
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, in the Na-
tional Statuary Hall here in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune was an 
American educator, stateswoman, phi-
lanthropist, humanitarian, and civil 
rights activist. In 1904, Dr. Bethune 
founded Literature and Industrial 
Training School for African-American 
students in Daytona Beach, FL, now 
Bethune-Cookman University. She 
founded and was the president of the 
State Federation of Colored Women’s 
Club, where she led the fight against 
school segregation and healthcare in-
equality. Dr. Bethune also served as 
president of the National Association 
of Colored Women’s Club and founded 
the National Council of Negro Women. 

Dr. Bethune became the first Afri-
can-American woman to head a Federal 
agency when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt appointed her administra-
tive assistant for Negro Affairs of the 
National Youth Administration. She 
advised the President on concerns of 
African Americans and helped deliver 
his message and achievements with the 
African American community. Dr. Be-
thune became known as the First Lady 
of the Struggle because of her commit-
ment to improve the lives of African 
Americans. 

Dr. Bethune maintained high stand-
ards and attracted tourists and donors 
to Bethune-Cookman College. She was 
president of the college from 1923 to 
1942 and 1946 to 1947, one of the few 
women in the world to serve as a col-
lege president at that time. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Acting President pro tempore 
(Mr. CORNYN) announced that on today, 
March 13, 2018, he had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, which were pre-
viously signed by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. UPTON) of the House: 

H.R. 294. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2700 Cullen Boulevard in Pearland, Texas, as 
the ‘‘Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 452. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
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